
reinforcement (Mares has stamped “knee pad” on
the shins for the avoidance of doubt). 
My BC is comfortable but I wouldn't want to

wear it over bare skin, so I felt that the Coral did
usefully prevent chafing.
Stretchiness made the suit very comfortable

out of the water. Under water, the lining tends to
grip your skin, minimising flushing. You feel
streamlined as you swim. 
A dive-skin is really meant to be used only in

water in which you could comfortably dive
without thermal protection, as was the case in
the Maldives. 
I used the Coral as a standalone suit for two

repeat dives of around 60 minutes each with an

base of the spine gave me purchase for zipping
up. However, there’s no restraint for the leash, so 
I tried to tuck it under my BC to prevent it
floating around. 
The collar is adjustable for size via a Velcro tab.

Below this is another tab to secure the zipper, so
it can’t open up accidentally. 
Flashes on the shoulders provide a bit of

traction for your harness-straps to minimise
slippage, and the knees have some
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TESTER8 Steve Warren

PRICE £120

SIZES8Male 2-7, Female 1-5

WEIGHT8 250g

COLOUR8 Black

CONTACT8mares.com 
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hour in between, and never felt cold under water.
The ride back on the Aquafanatics boat

created a fair breeze over the bow, but the dive-
deck was well protected and, anyway, it’s a warm
wind, so it was difficult to evaluate the Coral’s
resistance to wind-chill on location. 
Instead I tested it at home, wearing the water-

soaked suit in front of a floor fan. 
As you’d expect, such a thin suit isn’t going to

have a lot of resistance to wind and you’ll feel
that. But in the context of tropical diving, this
would probably be noticeable only in a fast open
boat such as a RIB, and you could always throw 
a windcheater on over the Coral.

Conclusion
Diving in the tropics is a rare luxury for me. One
of the blessings is being able to wear thin suits
and dive with minimal weight and, a lot of the
time, no air in my BC. It’s liberating. 
Getting sunburnt or stung by underwater 

no-see-ums takes the edge off that pleasure. The
Mares Coral offers a practical solution to these
annoyances in a comfortable, travel-friendly and
well-made dive skin. Recommended. �

MY FAVOURITE RED SEA WRECK IS
the Rosalie Moller. It lies intact and
upright in 46-48m of water
behind the Gubal Islands, and is
a highlight of any wreck safari. 
Swim off the bow, and you

can follow its starboard
anchor-chain down to the
seabed, then out and away
forward of the wreck until it
dives below the sand and is
lost. 
Loop a line through the chain and

head out at half-past one, two o’clock-
ish, and after 20m or so you reach the
anchor. It’s surprisingly small and a bit
of an anti-climax, but thinking about
that dive has made me realise just
how tough it is for regulator-
makers these days.
I was using the Scubapro

Mk11 first stage with C370
balanced-diaphragm second
stage combination. Scubapro
describes it as perfect for
recreational divers in general and an ideal
travelling companion, and it sells it for the
diving-equipment equivalent of peanuts. 
Yet there I was, down at 50m where the air is

thick and gloopy, and I needed huge amounts
of it to fill my lungs on every breath – and the
set was coping perfectly adequately. Not
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Flat-stitched for comfort, non-slip anti-chafe shoulder
detail and Metalite lining.

surprising really, when you look at the flow-rates
Scubapro claims the set can achieve.

First Stage
The Mk11 first stage is available in DIN or 
A-clamp fittings and is a very compact unit, and

lightweight too. There is one high-pressure
and two low-pressure ports on each side of 
the barrel, with the hp ports in the centre of 
a shallow triangle and the lp ports above 
and below. 
The hp ports are angled forwards, the lp ports

very slightly backwards. The pair of lp ports
nearest the bottom of the first stage is marked
HFP/LP, Scubapro speak for High-Flow Port/Low
Pressure, and these are the ports that the
manufacturer says are optimised for flow-rate,
and where you should connect the hoses for
your second stages. 
All in all, the Mk11 is a very nicely made first

stage, with enough ports for most divers. Oddly,
however, the high-flow ports are placed below
the ordinary lp ports, so your suit and BC hoses
will cross the breathing hoses when rigged. 
I would also have preferred the lp ports to be

REGULATOR
SCUBAPRO MK11/C370 



divErNEt.com

DIVER TESTS

88divEr

angled more forwards. I acknowledge that the
small size limits the options and the result
achieved does work, but I would be tempted 
to mount the Mk11 upside-down to get 
better routeing.
And while the Mk11 is marked with the

EN250 coldwater use certification, it doesn’t
boast the all-singing, all-dancing sealing and
coatings of more expensive Scubapro regs. So 
if you’re a regular coldwater diver you might
prefer to look further up the Scubapro range
when you purchase.

Second Stage
The C370 second stage really looks the
business. It’s modern, flash and quite distinctive,
with a big chrome triangle almost surrounding
a blue S, the Scubapro logo, on the front of the
regulator body. 
The result wouldn’t look out of place on the

chest of a Marvel superhero, and the build
quality suggests that when the final fight-scene
is over, the C370 would still be standing.
And there is no shortage of features. On the

left of the C370 you’ll find a venturi adjustment
lever and a breathing-resistance control knob. 

TESTER8Mike Ward 

PRICE8 £269, as tested

PORTS82hp, 4lp

SECOND STAGE8Balanced diaphragm

WEIGHT8860g, as tested 

CONTACT8 scubapro.com
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trim I didn’t find the bubbles of exhaled gas 
any sort of distraction. I did, however, find the
mouthpiece a bit soft, though it was easy to
hold in place and I didn’t notice any jaw-ache
on long dives or doing four dives per day. 

Conclusion
Head up, head down, inverted or in good trim
the Mk11 and C370 worked very well, and
passed my forget-about-the-kit-and-go-diving
test within seconds. 
It was even sexy enough to strut my stuff

around the deck of the boat with absolute
confidence that nobody who didn’t know
would guess this is an entry-level combination. 
Coldwater credentials notwithstanding, the

Mk11/C370 worked perfectly well in water at 4°,
confirming to me that this is a good buy, and
might well be as much as you’ll ever need. �

Scubapro Mk11
first-stage port
arrangement with
the hp port middle right, high-flo lp port bottom left and
ordinary lp port top left.

Second stage with
mouthpiece, breathing-

resistance control
knob and venturi

lever in pre-
dive position.

The venturi lever
offers two positions,

pre-dive and dive, and is
effective in preventing free-
flows on entry when the reg
isn’t in your mouth. Try dunking
your own reg in the water, mouthpiece
uppermost, and see what I mean. 
The breathing-resistance control knob is

marked + <---> - and turns through three full
revolutions to get from one extreme to the
other, so there is plenty of adjustability for fine-
tuning to your personal preference. 
I, for example, prefer my regs set to deliver

the maximum volume of gas they can, on the
grounds that there’s no point in spending hard-
earned brass on a reg that flows loads of gas,
and then turning it down. 
I’m prepared to live with the consequences 

of that decision, but the C370 turned out to be 
a very civilised performer, cracking open
smoothly and delivering plenty of volume, but
without the larynx-freezing blast that some regs
can deliver. 
And when I dialled the flow down as far as it

went, at which point I felt as if I was taking part
in an experiment to simulate an asthma attack,
it still operated smoothly.
Some divers prefer a reg they need to work at

to crack open, and the C370 should keep them
as happy as I was. I even tried coupling the
second stage to an ordinary, non-HFP/LP port,
and was still happy with the performance. 
I will mention, however, that with the venturi

set to dive and breathing-resistance set as low
as possible, it’s easy to catch the purge and
make the C370 freeflow even in warm, dry air. 
The purge, by the by, is the S on the front face

of the second stage. It’s easy and progressive to
operate, bare-handed or with gloves.
The exhaust T is quite narrow, but in good

Time to kit up! 
Check out what’s new in

Diver Gear News 
and

Diver Tests 
on

www.divernet.com

The Biggest Online Resource for Scuba Divers


